
State of the Mangrove Summit: Central and Eastern Visayas Proceedings
Messages4

Message

Climate change is one of the greatest threats to humanity today. The Philippines is no stranger to its impacts, 
and is in fact, consistently listed among the top countries most at risk to climate-related disasters. Its rich 
biodiversity resources are among the most threatened areas. Philippine mangroves, our coastal communities’ 
first line of defense against storm surges and sea level rise, are not spared of the devastation brought by 
changing climate conditions. 

Two years ago, the Oscar M. Lopez Center partnered with Ateneo de Manila University to support the project 
“A Comparative Analysis Among Disturbed, Restored and Natural Mangrove Stands in the Vulnerability and 
Adaptability Against Climate Change.” This initiative was an attempt to look at optimizing the capacity of 
mangrove stands in order to eventually help coastal communities adapt to the effects of climate change. 

One of the key activities of the project, the 3rd State of the Mangrove Summit: Central and Eastern Visayas, 
is an important venue that brought together key decision-makers and mangrove managers on the ground to 
discuss the status of their local mangrove forests in the context of vulnerability to sea level rise. It was also an 
opportunity for the stakeholders in the region to learn from the results of the project. 

The OML Center wishes to commend Ateneo de Manila University, its scientists and researchers for continuing 
to look for answers, and for challenging the boundaries of knowledge. However, science and technology alone 
will not provide the solutions to our problems. When we apply this knowledge, make it usable, and transform it 
into practical action, which are understood by groups of people who can respond and do something, only then 
can we say that we are able to make a difference.

RODEL D. LASCO, PhD 
Scientific Director
Oscar M. Lopez Center for Climate Change Adaptation and 
Disaster Risk Management Foundation, Inc.
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Good morning, everyone and welcome to UPV Tacloban College and to the 3rd State of Mangrove Summit for 
Central and Eastern Visayas. We are very glad that you made us a partner to this important discussion on the 
state of mangrove forests in Visayas together with the Oscar M. Lopez Center (OML Center), the Ateneo de 
Manila University (AdMU), and the Guiuan Development Foundation Inc. (GDFI). We also welcome the paper 
presenters from the different local government units of Bohol, Cebu, Leyte, Southern Leyte, Samar, Eastern 
Samar, and Northern Samar, from Ormoc City, Palompon, Leyte, and from Southeast Samar PO Consortium – 
Lawaan, Eastern Samar. 

Dioscoro Melana (one of the authors of The Handbook of Mangrove Management) described mangroves as the 
rainforest of the sea. Mangroves, according to Melana, provide not only economic but also ecological benefits, 
such as the following: (a) they are a good source of products like alcohol, medicine, tannin, charcoal, timber, 
and housing materials; (b) they support fisheries production and aquaculture; (c) they provide nursery grounds, 
shelter, and food for fish and other sea creature; (d) they protect coastal communities from storm surges, 
waves, tides, and currents; (e) they act as carbon sink by reducing organic pollution along shore areas; (f) they 
serve as recreational grounds for wildlife enthusiasts; and (g) they stabilize the coastline by reducing erosion. 
Mangroves in the Philippines are, however, under threat both by natural dangers and man-made extravagances. 
There is a need, therefore, to mitigate the destruction of mangroves in the country.

We hope that through the three technical presentations and nine presentations on the status of mangroves by 
the different local government units you would be able to achieve your purpose of organizing this summit, which 
is to come up with a plan of action to improve mangrove management. 

Congratulations for coming up with another mangrove summit. 

Have a wonderful day.

VIRGILDO E. SABALO, PhD
Dean
University of the Philippines Visayas,
Tacloban College

Welcome Remarks
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The Guiuan Development Foundation, Inc. (GDFI) is honored and happy to co-organize the 3rd State of the 
Mangrove Summit: Central and Eastern Visayas with the Ateneo de Manila University through Dr. Sev Salmo. 

In 2014, shortly after super typhoon Haiyan, GDFI, together with the Zoological Society of London (ZSL), 
conducted mangrove damage assessment in Eastern Samar. From this, we came up with an article entitled 
Preliminary assessment of post-Haiyan mangrove damage and short-term recovery in Eastern Samar, Central 
Philippines, published in the Marine Pollution Bulletin with Dr. Jurgenne Primavera as lead author. We also 
prepared a protocol for mangrove clean-up to guide organizations and agencies conducting mangrove clean-up. 
To demonstrate this protocol, we partnered with Oxfam in its Cash-for-Work program for mangrove clean-up in 
seven municipalities in Eastern Samar. Based on the results of both activities, we recommended protection to 
allow mangrove stands to recover. Replanting with appropriate species should be done only after 2-3 years in 
areas where trees did not anymore regrow. 

After almost five years since super typhoon Haiyan, we come together in this summit to share and discuss the 
status of our mangrove forests as well as the problems and issues affecting them. We hope to be able to come 
up with recommendations on how to best manage our mangrove forests as well as address the issues. Let us 
learn from each other’s experiences and continue our efforts in conserving our mangrove resources.

Mabuhay tayong lahat!

Message

MARGARITA DE LA TORRE-DE LA CRUZ
Executive Director
Guiuan Development Foundation, Inc.


