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Deans Conference Room, 
School of Science and 
Engineering 

May 25, 2016 
1:00—5:00pm 

2nd Partners’ Meeting 
Enhancement of  Philippines’ research capability in understanding 
the role of  mangrove ecosystem health in the adaptation and 
mitigation against natural disasters 

 1. Masinloc: advised the Project to send a 
‘Progress report’ to the outgoing Mayor and to 
conduct briefing to the new administration to 
further support the on-going project. 
2. There will be a local partnership agreement 
for Masinloc. The LGU ENRO will  
complement the Project by installing six rSETs. 
They are also planning to form a ‘carbon  
assessment lab’ to conduct their own carbon 
stock assessment. 
3. The municipality of Palompon (Leyte) would 
also like to have a local partnership agreement 
with the Project to further enhance their  
mangrove conservation and management  
program. They are still reviewing the possibility 
of doing a counterpart activity with the Project. 
4. Ms. Mallari (Senior Environmental Manage-
ment Specialist, SBMA Ecology Center) told the 
team that the Office of the Chairman relayed to 
her that the revenue of the SBMA increased. 
Thus this could be an avenue to further enhance 
the SBMA-PEER initiatives in Subic Bay Man-
grove Protected Areas. Also, the board of 
SBMA is still willing to enhance their  
environmental conservation efforts/CSR. 
5. The PAMB Bantayan sent a new contact  
person for the project that’s why she still needs 
further briefing about how the PEER Project 
works. But the PAMB is very much willing to 
work with the Project team to  

enhance and improve the mangrove conservation 
and management scheme in Bantayan Island. 
6. The municipality of Masinloc updated the team 
about their counterpart activity - installation of 
new set of rSET-MH. The fund is available  
because the funds will come from CRM Trust 
fund - Biodiversity and Conservation program. 
Also, the missing rSET installed in Yaha was  
already relocated.  

 Jess Bream of PCSD suggested that there 
should be signs where rSET-MH is installed 
and further dialogue or community  
involvement to educate about the purpose of 
installing the equipment and to lessen  
misunderstanding. 

 Masinloc participants asks the Project team to 
provide certification/letter indicating that Al’s 
Machine Shop is the sole distributor of  
materials needed for installing rSET-MH 
equipment. 

7. PCSD asks the Project team to include all  
datasets to website. 
8. The mangrove assessment training will be held 
in the municipality of Masinloc to coincide with 
the installation of rSET-MH equipment. The  
training will take place around August 2016 in 
Masinloc instead of July 2016 in Palompon due to 
time and budget constraints. 
9.  PCSD proposed for a new site near  
Underground River of Puerto Princesa, Palawan. 
∎ 

Review of previous minutes of the meeting  

Attendees: 
1. Severino Salmo III, Ph.D. 
2. Kayla Marie Castro 
3. Eunice Lois Gianan 
4. Carmela Garcia 
5. Rodrigo Unabia 
6. Masinloc - Olive Gregorio 
7. Masinloc - Liza Ebue 
8. Bani - Rene Turion 
9. Bani - Franklin Rabadon 
10. PCSD - Jess Bream 
11. PCSD - Cathy Oquendo 
12. SBMA - Rhea Jane Mallari 
13. SBMA - Rosalie Roque 
14. Kalibo - Atty. Allen Quimpo 
15. Palompon – Sheryl Cabahug 
16. Bantayan PAMB- Rosela Trigo 

Figures below (left—right):  
During reading and reviewing of 
minutes of the meeting for the 1st 

Partners’ Meeting led by Ms. Kayla 
Castro, RA PEER Project 
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2ND PARTNERS’ MEETING 

1.  Bantayan (Ms. Rose Trigo) 
     a. They were able to reproduce a book about coastal resource management of Bantayan Island under CRM activity of      
the DENR. The book included reports about mangrove rehabilitation activity post Typhoon Yolanda. 
     b. The CRM team of Bantayan has done site assessment and baseline survey for each mangrove-seagrass site. They also 
established nursery and plantation of mangroves in some areas in Bantayan including Obo-ob (Project study site). 
2.  Kalibo (Atty. Allen Quimpo) 
     a. Presented the short history of Kalibo Mangrove Eco-park 
     b. Shared some of their best practices on mangrove conservation and management, eco-tourism efforts and alternative 
livelihood (ex. Carbonized coals made from pruned branches of mangroves, felled mangrove branches). ∎ 

Reporting/Status of  Mangroves 

(e.g. include dragon boat racing, kay-
aking). 
4. Pangasinan: Boardwalk in Bangrin 
MPA is still damaged but they (LGU) 
plan to restore the boardwalk again to 
promote ecotourism. The community 
will create a new fish landing area to 
avoid damage near mangrove areas. 
Recently, they’ve scouted possible 
future project site and we’re able to 
observe that there are abandoned  
fishponds that are invaded by  
mangroves. Some were turned to salt 

making facility instead of returning it 
to ENRO for mangrove rehabilitation. 
5. SBMA: Ms. Mallari reported that 
somehow there’s a plan of building/
creating a zip-line facility that will pass 
through in some parts of the  
mangrove reserve as an additional 
attraction for ecotourism. However, 
she thinks that somehow this will 
slightly cause destruction to the  
mangrove ecosystem. ∎ 

1. Masinloc: They are planning to  
install the rSET equipment around  
August 2016 in time for the Partners’ 
Mangrove Assessment training. The 
municipal government will co-sponsor 
the event. 
2. Palawan: ECOFISH (USAID) and 
PCSD were able to reproduce map of 
Busuanga which includes the  
mangrove-seagrass distribution maps. 
3. Palompon: They want to enhance 
ecotourism in their mangrove areas 

Updates from Project partners 

Figures  (clockwise):  
One of the slides presented by 
Ms. Rosela Trigo of DENR 
Region 7 about the status of 
mangroves of Bantayan Island, 
Cebu; Short update presented 
by Atty. Allen Quimpo about 
the status of mangroves of Ka-
libo, Aklan starting with a short 
history of the Kalibo Save the 
Mangroves Association; Re-
porting of brief updates from 
each partner, Ms. Gregorio of 
Masinloc, Zambales shares the 
initial plan of the LGU to do 
counterpart with the Project; 
Dr. Salmo, Ms. Mallari (SBMA), 
Ms. Roque (SBMA) and Ms. 
Oquendo (PCSD) listening to 
the short update of Ms. Caba-
hug (Palompon) 
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Assistant Professor/Chair/Project Leader 
Department of Environmental Science 
School of Science and Engineering 
Ateneo de Manila University 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 1108 

E-mail: ssalmo@ateneo.edu 
http://mangroveecology.com  

This project is dedicated to the advancement of mangrove research in 
the Philippines. We collaborate with various stakeholders –  
local and international - to document and enhance our understanding of 
Philippine mangrove biodiversity. We also study the role of mangrove  
ecosystem health (as disturbed, restored and intact) in the vulnerability, 
adaptability (through sequestration of atmospheric CO2), and resiliency 
of mangroves against sea level rise. ∎ 

Severino G. Salmo III, Ph.D 

1. Distribute invitation for Partners’ Mangrove Assessment training in August 2016; finalize date; send letter to 
LGU of Masinloc for formality of request to co-sponsor the event; conduct briefing to the new  
administration of LGU Masinloc for further support to the on-going project. 

2. The National Mangrove Summit will take place in Puerto Princesa, Palawan in June 2017 in celebration to        
the 25th Anniversary of PCSD. The Project will co-sponsor the event and PCSD will out-source additional 
funds from other NGO partners. 

3. South Luzon Mangrove Summit Proceeding will be released within this year. The team is still compiling the 
data from other partners. 

4. The Project team plans to conduct Eastern Luzon Mangrove Summit within this year, around August to 
complete the status of Luzon Mangroves which can be presented during the National Mangrove Summit by 
June 2017. ∎ 

Action plans 

~PRIM2E StAND (Philippines' Research Initiative on Mangrove Management and Enhancement 
Strategies Against Natural Disasters) Partners ~ 

Left-Right: Ms. Cathy Oquendo (PCSD), Ms. Sally Roque (SBMA), Mr. Jess Bream (PCSD), Ms. RJ Pescador (SBMA),  
Ms. Liza Ebue and Ms. Olive Gregorio (LGU Masinloc), Dr. Sev Salmo (Project Leader), Atty. Allen Quimpo (KASAMA),  
Ms. Kayla Castro (RA PEER), Ms. Eunice Gianan (part-time RA), Ms. Carmela Garcia (Graduate student), Ms. Rose Trigo 

(DENR Reg.7), Ms. Sheryl Cabahug (LGU Palompon) and Mr. Rene Turion (LGU Bani) 

2ND PARTNERS’ MEETING 


